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afternoon asked what we had done about the
6,000 rupees and whether the sum had been
collected.   We replied wo had not yet written
the details of apportionment.   He replied that
though he had told us about it four days ago,
yet he found us still saying that we had not
written the details.   Ho   then  beat   Aroma
Chetti and others, and took Tillai Maistri to
M, Lally in custody.   Wo salaamed and pre-
sented our petition.1   He read it, and said
that though the   councillors had fixed our
portion of the tax at 86,000 rupees, yet, as we
had complained to him, he had reduced it to
6,000, and that, if we paid this sum, we should
not be troubled any more about the tax nor
would he ask the Tamils or others to pay
another cash, that wo might rely upon his
oath, and that ho would sign a declaration
that henceforth neither the councillors nor he
himself, nor future Governors nor tho King's
people should collect any tax from us.   He
then went in, ordering us to send for you.'
On my arrival, I found M. Dubois and Padre
Noronha  present.   I   paid   my  respects   to
M. Lally.   He returned his compliments and
said, ' M. Leyrit and the councillors fixed the
house-tax to be collected from tho mah&nattars

1U, to M. Lally*